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OFFICIAL MINUTES 

SOUTHEAST ARKANSAS COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Emergency Session 
Welcome Center Board Room/Zoom 

August 13, 2021 
9:00 a.m. 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Rob Cheatwood, Chair 
Shauwn Howell  
Marc Oudin  
Paul Bennett  
Ken Johnson 
 

BOARD MEMBER ABSENT: 
Rebecca Pittillo 
 

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Mr. Steven Bloomberg, President 
 Lozanne Calhoun, Acting Vice President for Student Affairs 

Wanda Grimmett, Executive Assistant to the President, Recorder 
 
STAFF MEMBERS ATTENDING VIA ZOOM 

Debbie Wallace, Vice President for Fiscal Affairs 
 Tracy Harrell, Acting Dean of General Studies 
            Chris Harrod, President, Faculty Senate 

Lyric Seymore, Dean of Technical Studies 
 Joyce Scott, Dean of Nursing and Allied Health 

JoAnn Dupra, Director Information Technology 
Gene White, Director of Retention and Advisement 
Kim Williams, Librarian 
Steve Ballard, Controller 
Dr. John Proctor, Director of Recruitment 
Rachel Scott, Director of Tutoring Central 
Lynette Bloomberg, Director of SEARK Leadership Academy 
Scott Gann, Director of Dept. of Public Safety 
Lisa Gober, Director of Career Pathways 
Meagan Coats, Coordinator for Distance Learning 
 

 
GUEST PRESENT: 

I.C. Murrell-Pine Bluff Commercial 



 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
Chair Rob Cheatwood called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mask Mandate for Fall 2021 Semester 
Rob Cheatwood recognized President Steven Bloomberg. President Bloomberg read the 
resolution concerning the recommendation for requiring masks to be worn on campus (see 
attached document). This resolution was sent to the Board for review on Thursday, August 12, 
2021. After the reading of the resolution, Chair Cheatwood opened the floor to questions. As 
there were no questions, Chair Cheatwood called for a motion to accept resolution as presented. 
Motion to accept resolution made by Marc Oudin. Motion seconded by Ken Johnson. Paul 
Bennet recommended adding mask mandate update as a standing item on upcoming Board 
agenda until such time as it is no longer needed. Chair Cheatwood called for a vote. Vote to 
approve resolution, unanimous. At President Bloomberg’s request, with agreement by Board, 
this mandate will go into effect August 23, 2021 
 
 
Next Board Meeting – Wednesday, September 8, 2021  
 
Dates to Remember 
Convocation- August 16, 2021 
Classes Begin – August 23, 2021 
Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn was made by Ken Johnson. Motion seconded by Marc Oudin. Vote to 
adjourn the meeting, unanimous. Meeting adjourned, 9:10 a.m. 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Shauwn Howell, Secretary 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Wanda Grimmett, Executive Assistant  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Audio file available upon request 

 

 

 



 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Southeast Arkansas College has continued to monitor the 
impact of COVID-19 in Arkansas and to adhere to public health guidelines and directives from 
the state and federal governments; and 
 
WHEREAS, having prepared for a full return to in-person activities, including face-to-face 
instruction, health education clinical rotations, and regular campus events, among others, for the 
2021-22 academic year, we are now facing a rapid rise in COVID-19 case counts and 
hospitalizations in Pine Bluff, Jefferson County, and surrounding areas, due to the highly 
infectious COVID-19 Delta variant; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has recommended that, 
based on the spread of the Delta variant, communities with high transmission of COVID-19 
should require individuals, regardless of vaccination status, to wear face coverings in indoor 
public settings; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
SOUTHEAST ARKANSAS COLLEGE THAT the Board directs the college to implement face 
covering policies for students, faculty, staff and guests, regardless of vaccination status, in indoor 
public settings where physical distancing cannot be assured in accordance with CDC guidance 
regarding the COVID-19 Delta variant. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the policies include reasonable exceptions for certain 
settings and activities that follow guidance established by public health agencies and/or by 
external governing bodies. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT such policies remain in effect as long as the use of face 
coverings continues to be recommended by the CDC and that the policies may be adjusted in 
accordance with future public health guidance. Southeast Arkansas College will monitor the 
current pandemic situation and reassess the mandatory use of face coverings on a reasonable 
basis. 
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